
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 TARGET DATES: 

Wednesday, January 23 Hearing Testing  
Friday, January 25  12 Noon Dismissal, School Liturgy in church @ 9:30 AM  
Sunday, January 27               Open House 10:30 AM Ð 1:00 PM 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK  -  MONDAY, JANUARY 28 Ð FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
Wednesday, January 30 Grandparents Day starting @ 10:30 in Gym 
Thursday, January 31  Free Dress for January Birthdays or Earned Pass  
Saturday, February 2  St. JohnÕs School Crab Feed in Gym @ 6 PM 
Monday February 4  Spell-a-thon begins 
    
    

 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 This Sunday, January 27th, begins our celebration of Catholic Schools Week. The theme this year is 
ÒCatholic Schools Light the WayÓ. The above logo created by the National Marketing Campaign of the USCCB 
and NCEA, encapsulates the mission and vision of every Catholic school in the United States. As Catholic 
educators and members of the St. John the Baptist Community, we are committed to sending forth students from 
our school who embody Catholic values and teachings. ÒCharacter, Compassion, and ValuesÓ are not only 
admired, but are mindfully taught and integrated into every aspect of our curriculum, discipline, and way of life.  
 At St. John the Baptist School, we strive to have every student become Christian Leaders, Academic 
Achievers, and Responsible Citizens. As a faculty and staff we meet regularly to discuss how we can achieve 
this important task. To date we have made significant progress. With purposeful planning, our students have 
shown themselves to be Christian Leaders who pray reverently, and live by JesusÕ example by showing 
compassion and understanding for all GodÕs people and creation. This year, our students have responded 
admirably to the needs of those less fortunate by helping the GRIP Center and the children of St. Elizabeth 
Parish in Haiti.  
 Our students have also made great strides in being Academic Achievers who do their best everyday. 
High academic achievement can be seen throughout the school and classrooms. Currently our hallways are 
filled with outstanding science projects from grades six, seven, and eight. The classrooms are also filled with 
excellent student projects that reflect a solid integration of technology, good writing skills, and mathematical 
aptitude. Students in grades kindergarten through eight are also progressing very well in Spanish. Visitors to the 
school will be very impressed with how well the children can speak and understand Spanish. Music is another 
area in which the children have excelled. Students in grades four through eight are quite accomplished recorder 
players and can now play a variety of recognizable songs. Additionally, three students from St. John School were 
nominated for the Honor MUSE Band and were asked to perform for the children at ChildrenÕs Hospital this 
December.   
 This week many students received the Academic Achievers Award because of their consistent, high 
academic performance during the year, and the Responsible Citizen Award because of their active participation 
in support of our local seniors and the GRIP Center in Richmond. 
 We are proud to be a Catholic School that provides a valuable contribution to our Church and our nation. 
The words of Catholic bishops of the United States in a statement issued in 1990, In Support of Catholic 
Elementary and Secondary Schools, summarizes our mission: ÒThese Catholic schools afford the fullest and 
best opportunity to realize the fourfold purpose of Christian education, namely to provide an atmosphere in which 
the Gospel message is proclaimed, community in Christ is experienced, service to our sisters and brothers is the 
norm, and thanksgiving and worship of our God is cultivated.Ó 
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 None of this can be accomplished without the dedication, loyalty and commitment of our teachers, staff, 
and parent community. We commend everyoneÕs efforts in developing programs for the spiritual and academic 
growth of our children in a safe, nurturing environment.  
 We are very blessed to have a community which partners well together to create an environment that 
nurtures young Christian Leaders who will some day make a significant difference in the world. God bless each 
and every one of you for all that you do. 
        
       Sincerely, 
       Terry Barber, Principal    
 
Dear Friends, 
  
Next week throughout the United States we are celebrating Catholic Schools Week. When our ancestors came to 
this country, speaking a foreign language, they wanted two things for their children: to preserve their Catholic 
Faith and to get a good American education – learning English. To achieve these goals the church started a 
network of Catholic Schools: primary schools, high schools, colleges and universities. Our ancestors sacrificed to 
make these education establishments a reality and in 2008 we have a tremendous number of Catholic schools 
all over the country. Our ancestors were very successful and we are reaping the fruit of their labors. 
  
On the local scene we have a very successful elementary school at St. John’s. Many of you were educated by 
the Mercy Nuns in this school and now you are sending your children and grandchildren to our parish school. 
Our neighboring parish also have Catholic schools: St. David, St. Jerome, St. Paul, St. Cornelius, St. Joseph, St. 
Patrick. We also have two very  successful Catholic high schools: Salesian in Richmond and St. Mary’s in 
Berkeley. We have two excellent colleges in the East Bay: Holy Names in Oakland and St. Mary’s in Moraga. 
  
We are truly blessed with a very strong Catholic educational system. I am asking you to be proud of these 
wonderful schools. Brag about them. Tell  your friends and neighbors about them. Visit them.  Sunday is Open 
House at St. John the Baptist School. When was the last time you visited our parish school???? You would be 
amazed at the changes and progress we have made. We have some excellent teachers and a very talented 
Principal Terry Barber……..This is YOUR school. Be proud of it. 
  
Fr. John Maxwell 
 

He l lo  St . J ohn 's ! 
 During Open House January 27th, the school wants to "show off" our wonderful students, teachers, and parents 
that make our school the best choice in K - 8 education in the East Bay.  John Forte would like to create a slide 
show to play in the gymnasium during Open House.  He needs digital images that demonstrate what a great 
school we have.  He is particularly in need of photos that illustrate our academic programs, field trips, athletics, 
day-care, celebrations, parent involvement, liturgical events, etc...Please email a few good photo images to John 
- jgforte@comcast.net 
 
Thanks, 
Angela and Lynda 

 
A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  T u i t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e  

Applications for all diocesan and school tuition assistance are now in the office. Please pick up an application 
and return it to the office by March 17, 2008 to allow us ample time to meet the application deadline of April 
18th. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call the office. 
 

In t ent  t o  re t urn  Forms  
Please remember to fill out the ÒIntent to return formÓ that you received in last TuesdayÕs envelope and return it 
to the office as soon as possible.  If you even think you may not be returning next year, please indicate this on 
the form.  We need to get an idea of how many openings per grade we will have next year.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the office.  Thank You.  
 



ALTAR SERVERS FOR NEXT WEEK END ARE: 
Saturday, January 26  5:00 PM Mass ~ Guy Forte / Devin Virassammy  
Sunday, January 27  8:00 AM Mass ~ Oshani Gunasekara / Onalli Gunasekara 

9:30 AM Mass ~ Shawna Barrios / Karl Moore 
11:00 AM Mass ~ Matt Kelley / Gabriella Tannady 

    12:30 PM Mass ~ Nick Maltagliati / Gabrielle DeLaTorre 
If you cannot serve, please bring in a substitute. Thanks  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK  SCHEDULE 
Catholic Schools Week is an occasion to celebrate one another and to support and promote Catholic School 
education. We are proud of our heritage and of our contribution to education across the country. Sunday, 
January 27 we invite all to the Kindergarten Liturgy at 9:30 a.m. followed by Open House in the school from 
10:30 until 1:00 p.m.  There will be a brief State of the School Address by the principal,  Mrs. Terry Barber and 
the St John School Board @ 10:45 in the Gym.   We welcome our many grandparents on Wednesday, January 
30th and everyone to our other activities during the week. Applications for new students are available in the 
school office.  
 

 
Sunday, January 28 Ð Kindergarten Liturgy and Open House, please join us and 
see the wonderful work your son/daughter is doing 
Monday, January 28 Ð TBA  
Tuesday, January 29 Ð TBA  
Wednesday, January 30 Ð Grandparents day (School Uniform)    
      Class visitation 10:30 Ð 12:00, Lunch @ 12:00 PM  
Thursday, January 31 Ð  Spirit Rally, the rest TBA 
Friday, February 1 Ð Family Day, the rest TBA 

On Monday, Tuesday and Thursday i f  s t udent s  c ome  in Free Dress w i t hout  par t ic ipat ing in  
t he ass igned dress t hey w i l l  rec eive a det ent ion and lose t hei r  February  Free Dress Day . 
 

ST. J OHNÕS PTG CRAB FEED 
On Saturday, February 2, 2008 the St. JohnÕs PTG will host its annual Crab Feed (in the school auditorium). 
Tickets are $35.00 per person. Social hour begins at 6 p.m. with dinner to follow at 7 p.m. Menu: Crab, Pasta, 
Green Salad, Rolls, Dessert & Coffee. For tickets please call Lena Beasley or Yolanda Najera. Tickets are on a 
first come first serve basis. Please remember to purchase your tickets by Monday, January 28th.  We 
need to be able to get an accurate account of attendance.  Thank you for supporting your school PTG This event 
has been Òsold outÓ in prior years Ð so donÕt wait to get your tickets.  
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 


