Saint John the Baptist School
11156 San Pablo Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530-2196
510.234-2244
Fax 510.234.3726
StJohnEC.org

~TUESDAY , FEBRUARY19, 2008 MEMO--

TARGET DATES:

Friday, February 22 Free Dress for February Birthdays or Earned Pass
Spell-a-thon money due

Monday, February 25 12 Noon Dismissal, Teacher WASC Prep

Tuesday, February 26 - Thursday, February 28 WASC Visit

Thursday, February 28 African American Heritage Celebration in Gym @ 1:10

Friday, February 29 Holiday, No School

CHANGE OF DATES:

*SPRING PICTURES SCHEDULED 2/28/08 HAVE BEEN RE-SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 21, 2008**

** REPORTS CARDS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED ON FRIDAY, MARCH 7 NOT MONDAY MARCH 3RP**

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Our WASC/WCEA accreditation visit is scheduled for next Tuesday, February 26 through Thursday,
February 28. A Visiting Committee composed of educators will spend three days at our school site reviewing our
Self-Study Report and observing the daily routines of the school. The purpose of this visit is to provide an
outside perspective of our school from educators who are thoroughly familiar with the criteria used by the
schools in the Diocese of Oakland. The Visiting Committee will read our Self-Study Report, interview faculty,
staff, students and parents, and gather evidence and analysis of student work. The discussions and written
results of the Visiting Committee will helps us in refining our school improvement action plans with respect to our
student learning expectations.

The faculty, staff, and School Board have been working very hard over the past few months writing the self-
study and gathering evidence to support our findings. A synthesized summary of the self-study found the
following school strengths:

* Strong Catholic identity and integration of Catholic faith throughout the curriculum and life of the school

* Strong integration of Student Learning Expectations (Christian Leader, Academic Achiever, and

Responsible Citizen) into the curriculum and life of the school

e Pastor, principal, faculty, staff, School Board, and PTG committed to creating an atmosphere that

reflects the learning expectations and Gospel values with consistent focus on the needs of the student

e Continuous development and monitoring of action plans that flow from the mission statement,
philosophy, and Student Learning Expectations and drive school improvement
Engaging curriculum using a variety of methodologies to meet the needs of all learners
Excellent technology and student resource support
Active parent involvement in the school that support student growth and school improvement

* Financially sound with substantial reserves and good financial practices in place

The self-study also helped us identify the following five areas for growth and improvement to be completed
over the course of six years.

* Compete the Technology In-Depth Study and revise the current five-year plan to reflect the new

technology standards of the Diocese of Oakland

* Create an action plan to transform our faculty into a Learning Community using Learning Community

strategies as part of professional development and faculty collaboration

* Create a more formal student-self evaluation of progress toward attainment of the Student Learning

Expectations



* More fully integrate service learning into the curriculum
* Develop a strategic plan to increase visibility of St. John School, better promote the strengths of the
school, further strengthen alumni connections, and increase enroliment
There are several copies of the self-study report in the office for you to peruse at your leisure. | am sure
you will find it quite interesting to read. Please make arrangements with Mrs. Karen Brown to borrow a copy of
the self-study.

Thank you for all you do for St. John the Baptist School. Your cooperation and participation in the school plays
an important role in making St. John’s such a wonderful school community.

Sincerely,
Terry Barber, Principal

ENROLLMENT APPLICATIONS
Enrollment applications for new students are now in the office. If you know of a family interested in sending their
children to St. John’s, please have them call or come by the office for an application. We are currently accepting
applications and testing for kindergarten. Please call the office to schedule testing for new students in other
grades (510) 234-2244.

Intent to Return Form
In prior Tuesday Memos, you received the Intent to Return Form. Please take the time to fill it out and return it to
the office as soon as possible. This form will let us know how many openings per grade, especially in the upper
grades, we will possibly have for the up coming 2007 — 2008 school year. If there is a chance that you think you
might not be returning, please put maybe. Thank you for quick attention to this matter.

Applications for Tuition Assistance
Applications for all diocesan and school tuition assistance are now in the office. Please pick up an application
packet and return it to the office by March 17, 2008 to allow us ample time to meet the application deadline of
April 18™. All Tax documentation and wage information must be included with your application when turned into
the office to ensure that everything is received by the deadlines. Please apply for all tuition assistance that is
available: FACE, PACE (Schools), Guardsmen and Basic Fund (Application available on line @
www.basicfund.org). If you don’t qualify for one, you might qualify for another. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to call the office.

Parents earn PPP hours!

Join the Black History Month Committee
The committee is planning an assembly, your help is needed with the general coordination of the program
(rehearsals and production), readers for the 7th and 8th grade essay contest, servers and cooks for the Soul
Food sampler, choreographers, speech and music directors. No experience required! We also need children to
participate in the assembly to recite poetry/speeches, choir members, dancers and producation assistants.
Contact Sonja Martin Poole (Malachi - 1st grade) sonja@berkeley.edu or (510) 741-8038.

PTG SPELL-A-THON FUNDRAISER

This is one of our most successful fundraisers of the year! Nancy Clabby has been spearheading this event with
the assistance of Melinda Kuroki, who will be taking over as chair for this event next year. Kick-Off for the Spell-
A-Thon was Monday, February 4th. Forms were passed out last week to start collecting pledges. Pledges are
due Friday, February 22nd. Spell-a-thon participation counts towards your mandatory 5hr fundraising PPP hrs.
See page 20 in your school handbook for further explaination. Help your child be a winner and a speller.

No Parking, Please
During track season, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 4:30pm-6:00pm our younger Track team members will
be practicing in the Kearney Street play yard. For the safety of our children, parking will not be permitted during
these times. We appreciate your cooperation.




Vacation Bible School
Get Ready, This year's Vacation Bible Camp is Gonna Be Great, Reserve the Date! June 23rd-27th, 2008
The theme for our 7th Annual Vacation Bible Camp has been selected:
"Power Lab, Discovering Jesus' Miraculous Power" Great for Pre-School kids to 6th grade, Junior High and High
School Leaders.
Got any old Compact Discs we could use, we need them for one of our decoration ideas. Just drop them at St.
John's Church office (the outdoor mail slot is fine)
Our Operation Kid-to-kid Mission project will be sending soccer balls to children around the world. As the most
popular sport in the world and played in over 140 countries by 20 million people this will be a great program. Our
campers will sign the deflated GO balls in their camp crews. Let us know if you can sponsor a child for camp or
even soccer balls.
Last year's cuddly love teddy bears went to our sister parish in Haiti, the fleece Jesus blankets from Fiesta went
to Mary's house. This is a great way for our kids to help other kids. For more info contact Director Pam Vincent
510-233-6486.

HOT LUNCH PROGRAM
This is a reminder to parents about the Hot Lunch Program. If your child wishes to receive hot lunch from the hot
lunch program, you must go on-line and register for the program, choose your lunches for the month and then
pay by check or credit card. Please do not send your child with $5.00 every day to buy hot lunch because there
is no guarantee that they will have extra lunches available to purchase. The purchase of hot lunches is starting
to get out of control (especially on pizza days). We also have a lot of children who have purchased lunches on
an 10U basis (this is to be used only for emergencies) and have not paid their outstanding balance.
Unfortunately, these children will not be allowed to receive another hot lunch on an IOU basis until their balance
is paid. We have a lot of IOU’s that need to be paid (approximately 20 students). Parents, if you know your child
has gotten IOU lunches in the past and have not paid, please pay your IOU balances as soon as possible.
These outstanding balances are not good to have on our records and we want to stay in good standings with the
lunch program, Children’s Choice.

Lost and Found Bin
The Lost and Found Bin is out of control. It is over flowing with clothes that have lost their owners. If you think
you might own something in the bin, please, please, please take a look in the bin. There are all kinds of clothes
in there, everything from uniforms to street clothes to lunch pails. Soon we are going to take the clothes and
donate them to Goodwill or to the Rescue Mission and we do not want to give anyone’s precious belongings
away, so parents please come and take a look or have your children take a look to see if anything in the bin
belongs to them. Thank You.

ALTAR SERVERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND ARE:

Saturday, February 23 5:00 PM Mass ~ Kyle Grant / Lisa Luevano
Sunday, February 24 8:00 AM Mass ~ Matt Kelley / Arienne Johnson

9:30 AM Mass ~ Pedro Navea / Coleen Tashjian

11:00 AM Mass ~ Eric Pena / Ariana Alonzo

12:30 PM Mass ~ Lelton Neveu Gibson / Jacob Shafer
If you cannot serve, please bring in a substitute. Thanks







