Saint John the Baptist School
11156 San Pablo Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530-2196
510.234-2244
Fax 510.234.3726

--TUESDAY , FEBRUARY 25, 2008 MEMOQ:-

TARGET DATES:

Tuesday, February 26 - Thursday, February 28 WASC Visit

Thursday, February 28 African American Heritage Celebration in Gym @ 1:10

Friday, February 29 Holiday, No School

Tuesday, March 4 Snellen Testing (3 Volunteers needed B will receive PPP hrs) 8:30 am

CHANGE OF DATES:

*SPRING PICTURES SCHEDULED 2/28/08 HAVE BEEN RE-SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 21, 2008**

* REPORTS CARDS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED ON FRIDAY, MARCH 7 NOT MONDAY MARCH 37°*

Message from the Principal

Dear Parents and Guardians,

The Mission of St. John the Baptist School is to ensure quality education and form mature
Christian persons who actively contribute to the community. How is our mission statement being lived out
in our school? After some discussion with the faculty, we concluded that St. John the Baptist School has always
had a good foundation in forming mature Christian persons who actively contribute to the community. This can
be seen through our continuous and generous support of GRIP and our sister parish of St. Elizabeth in Haiti. In
any crisis, our students respond quickly to pleas for donations, canned foods, and clothing. Though this is a good
first step, the faculty and | concluded that sending checks alone is not enough. In order for our children to truly
learn about social justice, we need to make a more personal connection to those less fortunate.

From faculty discussions and an in-service provided by the Diocese of Oakland,
we began to explore the concept of Service Learning where environmental issues and outreach to the less
fortunate becomes integrated into the curriculum and way of life in the school. The second graders under the
direction of their teacher Ms. Chaine, have taken the lead in this area. Last year, they took an active role in
studying the plant and animal life of Baxter Creek. In learning about the creek, they also became involved in
learning about ecologically sound practices that protect and preserve the environment. Their studies were
awarded with a $2,000 grant to continue their environmental studies.

This year the second graders will also continue with the Garden Project. The Garden Project began
three years ago. All students in the school collect food scraps from their lunches. The food scraps are then fed to
red worms whose castings produce excellent fertilizer. The castings are collected and used in planter boxes
where students grow fruits and vegetables. The second graders have adopted the garden. They plant seeds,
tend the garden, and study the growth of plants throughout the year. From these two projects, the students learn
science, math, and how to be good stewards of the earth.

The Kindergarteners, under the direction of their teacher, Mrs. Tan-Torres, are also making progress in
the area of Service Learning through their collection for the children of St. Elizabeth Parish in Haiti. The children
have learned about the severe poverty in Haiti. They have learned that just $3.00 could pay for a year® tuition
for one child. Each child was given a little tub to collect their own money for the children of Haiti. Every Friday the
children brought in their tubs and counted the money. Through this project, they learn math, how to count coins,
geography, and the importance of helping the less fortunate in other countries. This year the kindergarteners
collected over $1700 for the children in Haiti.

The seventh graders have adopted the GRIP center collecting food, clothing, and money for the
homeless throughout the year. Seventh grade families along with their teacher, Mrs. States, take turns serving
food to the homeless once a month.

This year, we have all made a commitment to develop Service Learning Projects at all grade levels.
Other classes will also be developing service projects that integrate what they are learning in the classroom to
outreach projects that benefit our environment and our community. In this way we are truly living our mission to
Gorm mature Christian persons who actively, contribute to the community.OThough we still have much to do in
this area, | feel we are well on our way to achieving our goal.

Sincerely,
Terry Barber, Principal



ENROLLMENT APPLICATIONS
Enrollment applications for new students are now in the office. If you know of a family interested in sending their
children to St. John®, please have them call or come by the office for an application. We are currently accepting
applications and testing for kindergarten. Please call the office to schedule testing for new students in other
grades (510) 234-2244.

Applications for Tuition Assistance
Applications for all diocesan and school tuition assistance are now in the office. Please pick up an application
packet and return it to the office by March 17, 2008 to allow us ample time to meet the application deadline of
April 18"™. All Tax documentation and wage information must be included with your application when turned into
the office to ensure that everything is received by the deadlines. Please apply for all tuition assistance that is
available: FACE, PACE (Schools) and Basic Fund (Application available on line @ www.basicfund.org). If you
don®qualify for one, you might qualify for another. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call the
office.

YEARBOOK NEWS -Memory Pages due March 3rd, Monday
Your memory page has been reserved for the yearbook and you're completed artwork is due Monday, March
3rd. This gives you the weekend to complete it and turn it in on time. Artwork can be submitted by 1) CD in jpeg
format with a "clean” printed copy attached or 2) Original artwork on paper ready to be scanned. Send it to the
office, no later than the due date to Betty Adcaoili, c/o Geoffrey, 6th Grade and labeled "Memory Page". LATE
SUBMISSIONS DELAY THE YEARBOOK FOR EVERYONE.

o
QO
o
o
QO
o

Memory Memory

Name Name Name
e Page e Page
Philip Ahsam 8 Full page Glen Gorrostieta 8 Half page Joseph (JB) Morris
Jade Austin 8 Full page Twagsl?r Hardge- 8 Full page Thomas Perales
Josephine Bautista 8 Half page Morel James 8 Full page Ryan van Eckhard
f:tra;ya Bradford- 8 Half page Roger Li 8 Half page Marcus Vizcana
Kayana Correa 8 Full page Daniel Maloney 8 Full page Emani White
Nicholas
Marcellus Demer 8 Quarter page Maltagliati 8 Full page
Christian Garcia 8 Full page N|chola_s . 8 Quarter
Maltagliati page

No Parking, Please
During track season, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 4:30pm-5:30pm our younger Track team members will
be practicing in the Kearney Street play yard. For the safety of our children, parking will not be permitted during
these times. We appreciate your cooperation.

Spring Book Fair
St. John® School will be having a Spring Book Fair during the week of March 10, 2008. More details to come.
Anyone interested in helping, please contact Carol Mansinne-Shafer (510) 527-1583 before 9pm in the evenings.

HOT LUNCH PROGRAM
This is a reminder to parents about the Hot Lunch Program. If your child wishes to receive hot lunch from the hot
lunch program, you must go on-line and register for the program, choose your lunches for the month and then
pay by check or credit card. Please do not send your child with $5.00 every day to buy hot lunch because there
is no guarantee that they will have extra lunches available to purchase. The purchase of hot lunches is starting
to get out of control (especially on pizza days). We also have a lot of children who have purchased lunches on
an 10U basis (this is to be used only for emergencies) and have not paid their outstanding balance.
Unfortunately, these children will not be allowed to receive another hot lunch on an 10U basis until their balance
is paid. We have a lot of IOU® that need to be paid (approximately 20 students). Parents, if you know your child
has gotten IOU lunches in the past and have not paid, please pay your IOU balances as soon as possible.
These outstanding balances are not good to have on our records and we want to stay in good standings with the
lunch program, Children® Choice.




ANNOUNCING BOYS CYO SAND VOLLEYBALL!
It's getting near springtime and that means another year of Boys CYO Sand Volleyball! We will have our first
practice and sign-ups Thursday February 28. Boys in grades 5th, 6th, and 8th will practice at 5:00 pm - 6:30
pm and 7th grade boys will practice from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm. Highlights of the Sand Volleyball season include:

¥Games are played on Sundays at a regional park ... many families come and picnic as the boys play;
¥The league is very low key with 4 players on a side;

¥There are no standings kept during the season and all teams are invited to the year-end tournament;
¥It is a great outdoor experience in a fast-growing sport for boys;

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the Boys Volleyball Coordinator, Mark Molinar @
510-932-1051 (cell) or 510-215-1006 (home)

ALTAR SERVERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND ARE:
Saturday, March 1 5:00 PM Mass ~ Shawna Barrios / Juliane Corpus
Sunday, March 2 8:00 AM Mass ~ Onalli Gunasekara / Oshani Gunasekara

9:30 AM Mass ~ Nick Maltalgliati / Devin Virassammy
11:00 AM Mass ~ Guy Forte
12:30 PM Mass ~ Leonora Ngina

If you cannot serve, please bring in a substitute. Thanks




