
`             
          

  
 

 
 

 TARGET DATES: 
Wednesday, February 6        12 Noon Dismissal, Free Dress, Ash Wednesday Liturgy 
Thursday, February 7  1st Reconciliation Meeting @ 7 Ð 8:30 PM 
Monday, February 11  Spell-a-thon Testing begins  
Friday, February 15  12 Noon Dismissal, Free Dress w/purchased pass 
Monday, February 18  No School, Presidents Day Holiday 
Friday, February 22  Free Dress for February Birthdays or Earned Pass 
    Spell-a-thon money due 
Monday, February 25  12 Noon Dismissal, Teacher WASC Prep 
Tuesday, February 26  - Thursday, February 28   WASC Visit 
Thursday, February 28  African American Heritage Celebration in Gym @ 1:10 
Friday, February 29  Holiday, No School 
 

    
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 

Wednesday, February 6, 2008, is Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. On this day, many Christians all 
over the world receive a cross of ashes on their foreheads. This cross of ashes reminds us to turn away from sin 
and return to God by imitating Jesus.  
 As we begin the church season of Lent, we remember to put away the clutter of our busy schedules and 
simplify our lives with prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Lent is not an unhappy time, it is a time of serious reflection 
about how much God means to us and how well we are living up to GodÕs law of love. During Lent, it is common 
to share what we have with those less fortunate than us. It is an important part of our Catholic tradition to collect 
alms during Lent. The word alms means Òcompassion.Ó We give part of our allowance to help the poor. We bring 
in canned goods or clothing and do good works for others. The children in every class are focusing on doing acts 
of kindness for each other and family members. Some classes are collecting money for the poor or doing some 
type of outreach project for the homeless shelter, the sick and the elderly.  
 You can help your children during the Lenten season by making good plans for Lent. Choose actions 
that everyone can participate in such as giving alms to the poor, donating canned goods for the Souper Kitchen, 
attending the reconciliation services in your parish and going to Stations of the Cross on Fridays. These actions 
can help us become more prayerful, simplify our lives, and make us more compassionate with those in need.  
 We will celebrate Ash Wednesday with a liturgy prepared by the eighth grade. We invite you to join us at 
9:15 a.m. in the church courtyard to burn last yearÕs palms and put away the alleluia. Following this Ash 
Wednesday ceremony, we will move to the church for liturgy. We hope many of you will be able to join us.  

May the peace of Christ be with you and your families during this season of prayer and reflection. 
 
       Sincerely, 
       Terry Barber  
 
 

Helping Hands Project 
During Lent, we traditionally collect alms for the poor. This year, we will participate in a project with other 
diocesan schools to create an endowment fund for the schools of the Oakland Diocese. The name of this project 
is the Helping Hands Project. During Lent, each class will participate in some kind of service learning project to 
raise funds for Helping Hands. Watch for more details from your childÕs classroom teacher and support the 
childrenÕs efforts in being Christian Leaders and Responsible Citizens. 
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Thank You Crab Feed Organizers 
Our annual Crab Feed last Saturday was an astronomical success thanks to the planning and 

organization of Yolanda Najera and Lena Beasley. Special thank you to Sue Petersen and Liz Boggess for 
soliciting donations for our auction and raffle and Bruce and Mindy Walker for stocking and tending the bar.  This 
year there was an abundance of parent volunteers who helped in the kitchen and with the set up and clean of the 
event. To them we are deeply in gratitude.  

The Crab Feed and its lively raffle and auction have blessed us with a spirit of camaraderie over the 
years. A huge part of the success of St. John School is the involvement and partnership of our parent 
community. The amount of time and energy parents give to the school has a direct correlation to the schoolÕs 
success and its ability to provide a rich environment for students to learn and reach their highest academic and 
moral potential. About one third of our parent community is actively involved in the school. This accounts for our 
excellent after school athletic program, our recycling and compost program, and countless extra enrichment 
activities provided by PTG and the Endowment fund that benefit our children. If one third of our parents can have 
such a beneficial impact on our children, imagine what could happen if every member of our parent community 
took an active interest and involvement in our school? I encourage you to go beyond merely reaching your 
allotted 15 or 30 hours each year and make a deeper, richer commitment to our school and our children. Please 
take the opportunity to help those who do more than their share. Our school and your children will be far richer 
for it.   
      

Catholic Schools’ Week and Open House 
It was wonderful to see so many of you last Sunday at our Catholic Schools liturgy and Open House. The 
kindergartners did an outstanding job leading us in prayer and liturgy. Their skit on how Jesus is a Òfisher of menÓ 
was excellent. Last SundayÕs open house was an excellent way to illustrate the theme for Catholic Schools Week 
this year: Catholic Schools Light the Way. All the exhibits of student work throughout the school from 
kindergarten through eighth grade were wonderful.  The science fair exhibits were excellent and showed how 
well our junior high students have progressed this year in science. This year all classes shared their integrated 
projects with slide shows in the classrooms and technology lab.  I was very proud of our teachers and students 
and all the hard work they have accomplished so far this year.   
 

ENDOWMENT  EVENT 
On April 12, 2008, St. John the Baptist will have its annual Endowment Event.  The purpose of the Endowment 
Event is to raise money to offset the cost of tuition, provide tuition assitance for deserving families, and fund 
enrichment programs in the areas of science, technology, social studies, and the arts.   Last year the 
Endowment Event raised $20,000 by auctioning donated items and class projects.  Please help make this year's 
event a success by completing the short survey below.  
  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=iUShAzWQuvTt1deL0nh14Q_3d_3d 

  
Applications for Tuition Assistance 

Applications for all diocesan and school tuition assistance are now in the office. Please pick up an application 
packet and return it to the office by March 17, 2008 to allow us ample time to meet the application deadline of 
April 18th.  All Tax documentation and wage information must be included with your application when turned into 
the office to ensure that everything is received by the deadlines.  Please apply for all tuition assistance that is 
available:  FACE, PACE (Schools), Guardsmen and Basic Fund (Application available on line @ 
www.basicfund.org).  If you donÕt qualify for one, you might qualify for another.    If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to call the office. 
 

 

Parents earn PPP hours! 
Join the Black History Month Committee  

The committee is planning an assembly, your help is needed with the general coordination of the program 
(rehearsals and production), readers for the 7th and 8th grade essay contest, servers and cooks for the Soul 
Food sampler, choreographers, speech and music directors. No experience required! We also need children to 
participate in the assembly to recite poetry/speeches, choir members, dancers and producation assistants. 
Contact Sonja Martin Poole (Malachi - 1st grade) sonja@berkeley.edu or (510) 741-8038. 
 



ALTAR SERVERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND ARE: 
Saturday, February 9  5:00 PM Mass ~ Pedro Navea / Francisco Fernandez 
Sunday, February 10  8:00 AM Mass Ð Kyle Grant / Shawna Barrios 

9:30 AM Mass ~ Lisa Luevano / Coleen Tashjian 
11:00 AM Mass ~ Jordan Phan / Madison Phan 

    12:30 PM Mass ~ Matt Kelley / Gabriella Tannady 
If you cannot serve, please bring in a substitute. Thanks  
 
 
 

 
 

PTG SPELL-A-THON FUNDRAISER 
This is one of our most successful fundraisers of the year!  Nancy Clabby will be spearheading this event.  Kick-
Off for the Spell-A-Thon will be Monday, February 4th.  Forms will be passed out soon to start collecting pledges.  
Pledges are due Friday, February 22nd.  Help your child be a winner and a speller. 

 

YEARBOOK NEWS 
     Happy 2008! Check today's envelope for the Memory Page flyer. A new process is setup so you can reserve 
your page and have time to prepare your artwork. This is to keep our printing deadline and yearbook delivery on 
schedule. 
     Complete and send in the reservation form along with your payment by February 8th Friday. A yearbook 
page will be set aside for you. No exceptions. Reminders will be sent to confirming reserved pages and the 
deadline to submit your memory page. Send the request to the school office addressed: Yearbook Memory 
Page, Attn: Betty Agcaoili, c/o Geoffrey Agcaoili, 6th Gr. 
 

Track & Field Season Begins!! 
St. JohnÕs CYO Track & Field season officially began on Tuesday February 5, 2008.  All children from St. JohnÕs 
School and St. JohnÕs Parish are invited to join.  Children in all grades are encouraged to participate (K-8).  
Children participating in other sports are also welcome.  Practices for the month of February will be at St. JohnÕs 
School, in the Kearney Street play yard, Tuesdays and Thirsdays from 4:30 pm-6:00 pm.  Sign-ups begin 
Tuesday, February 5th and end Friday, February 15th.  Registration fee is $50.  Please see the enclosed flyer in 
your Tuesday Envelopes.   
 
 

 

 

 


