
Flinn Scientific's Middle School Science Safety Contract
PURPOSE

Science is a hands-on laboratory c lass.
However, science activities ma1, have poten,
tial hazards, We rvil l  use some eqtriprnent
and animals that may be dangerous if not
handled properly. Safety in the science class
room is an imporbant part of the scientific
proc€ss. To ensure a safe classroonr, a list r,rf
rules has been developed and is called the
Science Safety Contract. These rules must be
fol lowed at  a l l  t ime.s.  Addi t ional  safety
instructions will be given for each activity.

No science student lvi l l  be allow'ed to nar-
t ic ipate in science act iv i t ics unt i l  th i r  ct ,n-
tract has been signed by both the student
and a parent or girrardian.

SAFETY RULES
l .  Conduct yodrself in a rc.spr>nsihle nrarr

ner at  a l l  t imes in the .science roonr.
Horseplay, practical jokes. and pranks
wi l l  not  be Lolerated.

2.  Fol low al l  nrr i t ten and verbal  instruc-
tions carefully. Ask your teacher que.s-
t ions i f  you do not understand the
instructions.

3. Do not touch an1' equiprlent, supplirs,
animals, or other rnato-ials ir.r the sci-
ence room lvithout pertnission fror.n the
teacher.

4. Perform onll '  authorized and approvecl
exper iments.  Do not conduct anv
experimenls when tl ie tcacher is out ,,f
the room.

5. Never eat,  dr ink,  chew gunr,  or  taste
anything in the science room.

6. Keep hands arvay from face, eyes, and
mouth while usin5l science materials or
when working with either chemicals or
animals. Wash your hands with soap and
water before leaving the science room.

7. Wear safety glasses or goggles when
instructed. Never remove safety glasses
or goggles during an experiment. There
will be no exceptions to this rule!

8.  Keep your work area and the science
room neat and clean. Bring onlir yotrr
laboratory instructions, worksheets, and
writing instruments to the work area.

9. Clean all work areas and equipment at
the end oi  the exper iment.  Return al l
equipment clean and in wrorking order
to the proper storafc arca.

10. Fol low your teacher ' .s instrr_rct ion.s to
dispose of any waste materials gelterat
ed in an exper inrent.

11. Report  anv accident ( f i r r .  spi l l .  break
age, etc.) ,  inJury (cut ,  burn,  e lc.) ,  or
hazardous crrndi t i t . rn (broken equip
r-nent, etc.) to the teacher irnn.rediatelr,.

12.  Crtnsider al l  chemicals used in the sci_
ence room to be dangerous. Do not
touclr  or  srnel l  anv cher l ical .s i - rn les.s
specii ically instructed to do so.

13. I landle all anintals with care and respect.
a. Open anirnal ca5les only lvith permis_

sion.

b.  Never handle arry animals when the
teacher is out of the roonr.

c Do not take animais out of  the sci
ence roorn.

d Do not tease or handlc animals
roughly.

e.  l ieep anin ' ra ls an'av f rorr  students '
faces.

f Wear glove.s rvlren handling anirtral.s.

.q. Reltort anv anirnal bite or scratch to
the teacher inrrnediate 11,.

14. Alrrravs carry a nticroscope rr,ith both
hands. I lo ld the arnr l t , i t l r  one hand;
place the other hand under the base.

15. Tre;rt all pre.sen,ed specirnens and dis-
sectin{.supplies u,ith care and respect.
a. [)o not l€mqyg presen,td sltecimens

lrorn the scicnce roor-r-r.

D. I lse scalpels, scissors, and other sharp
irrstruntent-s on ly a.s instructed.

c. Ncver cut any rlaterial torrarcis you-
alway's cut arvay from your bodv.

1L Report  an1'cut  or  scratch f rom
sharp instruments to the teacher
immediately.

16. Never open storage cabi t re ls or enter
the prep/storage room withor-rt permis-
sion from tlie teacher.

17. Do not remove chemicals, equipment,
supplies, or animals fronr the science
room without pe rr l iss ion f rom the
teacher.

18. Handle all glassware with care. Never
pick up hot or broken glassware with
yoirr bare hand.s.

19. Use extreme caut ion when using
matches, a burner, or hot plate. Only
light burners when ir.rstructed and do
nol  put anything into a f lame unless
specifically instructed to do so. Do not
leave a l it burner unattended.

20. I)ress properly-long hair must be tied
back, no dangling jewelry. and no loose
or birggl ,  c lothing. Wear aprons when
instructcd.

I  l .  I  r ; r r i r  r r ' l rcrr  Ih,  safr ty equi l t rnerr t  js
locatecl and horv lo use it. Knon, where
the r.rits are locatcd and rvhat to do in
casc of an emergency or f ire dri l l .

AGREEMENT
t .  __
(student 's nante) have read and
understand each of the above safety
rules set  for th in th is contract .  I
agree to follor,r ' thenr [o ensure nol
only my oivn safeg hr-rt also the safety
of others in the science classroorn or
laboratory. I also agree to follow the
general rules of appropriate behavior
for a classroont at all t irnes to avoid
accidents and to provide a safe learn-
ing environment ior  everyone. I
r-rrrdersland that if I do not folloru all
the rules and safety precautions, I u' i l l
not  be al lowed to part ic ipatc in sci
ence act iv i t ies.

Student Signattrre

Dear Parerrt or Cuardian:

We ieel  that  1 'otr  should bc
infi irnicd of thc school's efforl to cre,
ate and rnaintain a safe science cla.s.s
roum/ lahorr lor l ,  cnvirorrment.
[ ' iease read the l isl oi safety rule-s. No
student rvil l  be permittcd to perfornr
science activit ies unless this contract
is s igned by both the student and
parenVfuardian and is on fi le with
the teacher. Your signature on this
contract indicates that you have read
this Science Safety Contract ,
reviewed it with your child, and are
aware of  the measures taken to
ensure the safety of your son/daugh-
ter in the science classroom.

ParenVGuardian Signature

Importont guestions:

Does your child wear contacl lenses?
YorN

Is your child cotor blindi,

I 'orN
Does your chi ld have anv al lergies?

YorN
Ifso, [)lea-se l ist:

L


